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Westmount:
a heritage
to preserve

This publication is the result
of an agreement between the City of
Westmount and the Québec ministère
des Affaires culturelles. It is based on
the Westmount Heritage Study carried
out by the architects Beaupré and
Michaud in 1988. The full study can be
consulted at the Westmount Library,
4574 Sherbrooke West, Westmount, as
well as at the ministère des Affaires
culturelles, 454 Place Jacques-Cartier,
Montréal.
Copies of this publication can
be obtained at the Westmount City Hall,
4333 Sherbrooke West, Westmount.
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Introduction
It is impossible to take even
the shortest stroll through the streets of
Westmount without noticing the
extraordinary richness of the city's
architectural heritage: Victorian row
houses, imposing apartment blocks,
elegant hillside mansions, dignified
public buildings and magnificent parks.
This book is intended to
serve as an introduction to that heritage,
which every Westmount resident
should take pride in and guard a little
jealously. There are few municipalities
on the island of Montreal which can lay
claim to an architectural heritage of
such vast scope and diversity.
Perched on the smallest of
Mount Royal's three hills, the "Little
Mountain", Westmount's settlement
followed its geography. The area below
Sherbrooke Street is a relatively flat
terrace ending in an escarpment down
to St. Antoine Street. Above Sherbrooke
Street, the land rises gently to The
Boulevard and then steeply up to the
Summit which is 180 meters above sea
level.
Westmount retained its
largely rural nature until the beginning
of the 20th century. A multitude of
streams and the steep slope of the land
prevented more intensive land development.

For all practical purposes,
Westmount was built in the space of
25 years, from 1890 to 1914, with the
appearance of public transit in the form
of trains and streetcars. In the rapid
transition from country to city, some
indelible marks remain from earlier
periods; we can still see how the first
fiefs of the seigneurial era were laid out
in long strips of land on either side of
Côte St. Antoine, reflected in the northsouth alignment of the streets today,
and how some of the grand estates of
the 19th century have become magnificent parks.
The first part of the book
traces the development of the city. The
second part of the book consists of a
voyage of discovery, as we explore
Westmount's architectural heritage as it
stands today.
We hope that, with book in
hand, you will be tempted to stroll
through the various regions of our city,
appreciating the details of our architectural heritage from the notes contained
within.

1. History

1680-1800
The orderly layout of the
streets of Westmount dates back to the
late 17th century

Chapter 1

The pioneers
Between 1683 and 1718,
the Sulpicians, the powerful seigneurs
of Montreal, granted 13 lots at Côte
St. Antoine. From west to east, the
lands crossed by the Côte went to the
Descaris*, Hurtubise, Prud'homme,
Desrochers, Langevin, Cousineau,
Chevaudrier and Bouchard families.
These early inhabitants built
their homes with stone from Mount
Royal, cut wood for heating on the
mountain and harvested the abundant
fruits that grew on its slopes.
The number of families remained
stable until the end of the 18th century;
the censuses of 1731 and 1781 show
only about ten families established
on the territory of today's city of
Westmount.
.

That handful of colonists left
their mark on the land, which proved to
be extremely fertile. The major arteries
of the settlement could already be seen.
The winding Côte St. Antoine, dictated
by the ravine of the Glen stream, came
first. A road through the Descaris family
property, today's Décarie Boulevard,
connected Côte St. Antoine with the
lands of Côte St. Luc, Côte St. Pierre and
Côte St. Joseph.
Today's Greene Avenue,
another road up the slope cutting
through the land of the Bouchard family,
linked with the Grand chemin de la
Haute-Folie (today's Dorchester Boulevard) and ended at the city walls at the
Récollets gateway. The layout of the
streets and the divisions of the land
grants can still be seen in the urban
fabric of the city of Westmount.
Several rural buildings still
survive from this era: the Hurtubise
house (561 Côte St. Antoine), the east
Descaris house (39 Côte St. Antoine),
and the west Descaris house (5138 Côte
St. Antoine) in the city of Montreal.
*The reader will note the disparity
of spellings for this family name. The spelling
varies from era to era and from document to
document.

